MGN 458 (M+F)
Accident and Reporting and Investigation summary

The new M Notices replaces MGN 289 and it seeks to transpose the requirements of the Directive 2009/18/EC into UK law. The MAIB is now required to carry out a full investigation for vessels within the scope of the EU Directive involved in a serious marine casualty. Preliminary assessments are required for such vessels involved in accidents classified as serious marine casualties.

 The form on which any accident/incident needs to be completed has changed from an Accident Report Form (ARF) to an Incident Report Form (IRF)

 The most important part of the new MGN is found in Annex A and Annex B.  Annex A is all about reporting requirements and point 1 states in Annex A “ accidents involving or occurring on board any United Kingdom ship must be reported to the MAIB” this leaves us without any doubt in the part we play in this regulation. 
But what is an accident? Well Annex B clearly describes what an accident includes and they are explained under 6 heading names.
1)  Marine Casualty

2)  Very Serious Casualty

3)  Serious Marine Casualty

4) Marine Incident

5) A Serious Injury

6) Severe Pollution

I would encourage the reader of this note to have a look at the definitions of the above in the MGN.

Annex C and D look at the reporting procedures, schedules and contact details for the MAIB. It must also be noted that the MAIB are there to assist skippers in filling out the IRF but it is the skippers responsibility. 
Finally and probably most importantly the new regulation in Annex F seeks to guide skippers with a new requirement. This annex looks at the report of Marine Incidents. These reports are probably the most important as often great lessons can be learned.  A marine incident is described as an event when a major accident was avoided by either a procedure being followed or because a person did something like moving to a safer place just before a heavy weight was dropped on deck. There are many instances given in Annex F of examples and it should be read.
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